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PARKWAY STATUE OF LIBERT Y AND SWAN
FOUNTAIN SCHEDULED FOR RESTORATION

The Central New York Conservancy
PO Box 8224

If you’re driving on the Memorial Parkway after May 10, you may notice that one of its
famous inhabitants is MIA!

Utica, NY 13505
centralnyconservancy@gmail.com
www.uticaolmstedparks.org
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Janet Silver, Treasurer

The Parkway’s replica Statue of Liberty, which has reigned on her corner of the Parkway
near Elm Street since 1950, will be leaving for a two-month hiatus and a much-needed
restoration.
Another Parkway beloved monument, the Swan Fountain, will receive a plumbing overhaul
that will enable the monument’s fountain to work once again. The Swan Fountain itself
was restored in 2004, thanks to a partnership among the Landmarks Society of Greater
Utica, Oneida County History Center, and MWPAI and major support from friends and
family of William F. Locke (Locke is Founder and President of the CNY Conservancy), The
Community Foundation of Herkimer & Oneida Counties, ConMed Corp., and the City of
Utica.

Jef Saunders, Secretary
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Virginia B. Kelly, Director
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“The Swan Fountain and Statue of Liberty are major attractions on the Parkway,” said Peter
C. Falzarine, the Conservancy’s executive director. “Utica’s Liberty is one of 200 presented
to cities across the US by the Boy Scouts,” said Falzarine, “and, after 67 years, she needs
refurbishing.”
The Swan Fountain was designed and sculpted by Frederick William MacMonnies,
who also created the figures
that adorn the large archway
in Grand Army Plaza, the
entrance to Prospect Park in
Brooklyn. The Fountain was
commissioned by the widow of
Robert Swan, a Utica attorney
who died in 1906.
Though Utica’s version of
Miss Liberty is significantly
smaller than her NY Harbor
counterpart – she stands only 6
feet tall and is made of zinc or
galvanized aluminum that has
been painted – she has a big
reputation on the Parkway. She
(continued on p. 2)

Restoration (continued from p. 1)

was originally gifted to the City of Utica by the Boy Scouts of America as
a “pledge of everlasting fidelity and loyalty”, according to the plaque at
the statue’s base.
“Liberty shows lots of wear and tear,” said Falzarine. “Her painted surface
is weather beaten and corroded. Her concrete base has breaks, chips,
and cracks, and is discolored. The dedication plaques need restoration
as well.” Repairs to the Statue of Liberty are estimated at $9,950.
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Once repairs are completed to both the statue and base, Miss Liberty will
be returned to her spot on the Parkway in time for the 2017 Boilermaker
Road Race.
“The restoration work for the Swan Fountain will be less noticeable, but
no less important,” said Falzarine. The bronze-and-granite fountain will
receive all new underground plumbing and all granite sections of the
monument will be sealed to prevent leaks. “Once the work is completed,
the Swan Fountain will function as originally intended,” Falzarine noted.
Cost for replacing the plumbing and sealing the fountain to remove leaks is estimated at $11,750.
Restoration of both the Statue of Liberty and the Swan Fountain will be done by Michael H. Mancini, owner of MHM, Inc., of
St, Johnsville.

SEEKING MONUMENT MEN AND WOMEN!
Since 2009, the Central New York Conservancy has sponsored an
“Adopt-a-Monument” program among its many supporters. Of the 14
monuments on the Parkway, eight have been adopted. Six are still in
search of committed sponsors – individuals or groups – who would
like to ensure the annual upkeep of the flower beds that surround
them.
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Monuments in need of “adoption” and their respective costs include:
The Statue of Liberty ($3,000); Vietnam War Memorial ($1,500);
Spanish-American War ($3,000); Dunham Bust ($1,000); General
Frederick William von Steuben ($5,000); VP James S. Sherman ($1,500).
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Gifts received in support of a specific monument support the
following:
• Redesigned flower beds at the selected monument
• 3 seasonal plantings at the selected monument – Spring and
Fall bulbs, Summer annuals, Fall chrysanthemums
• Upkeep and maintenance through all seasons by the CNY
Conservancy’s professional landscapers and certified arborists
“We offer recognition to individuals and groups who elect to adopt
one of the Memorial Parkway monuments,” said Peter C. Falzarine, the
Conservancy’s executive director. “We offer a story in our newsletter,
acknowledgement on our website (www.uticaolmstedparks.org)
as well as on our social media sites (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram);
recognition on the electronic billboard located at the corner of
the Memorial Parkway and Oneida Streets; and a press release
disseminated to Utica-area print and electronic media (including
#UticaRocks).”
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Falzarine also noted that for the individual or group that adopts the soon-to-be restored Statue of Liberty, recognition will be
extended to all promotional materials developed during the Statue’s restoration (May through July, 2017) as well as public
acknowledgement at the Rededication and Installation Ceremony (July, 2017)
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To receive additional information about the Adopt-a-Monument program, please contact Peter Falzarine at pfalzarine@roadrunner.
com or at centralnyconservancy@gmail.com.
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MASTER PLAN FOR UTICA PARKS IN THE WORKS
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With more than 677 acres of parks and green spaces in the City of Utica, a master plan for park maintenance and usage
is critical.
Thanks to a $250,000 allocation from NY State Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Financial Restructuring Board, the City has
begun development of such a plan.
Integral to the plan are Utica’s Olmsted-designed parks: FT and TR Proctor Parks and Roscoe Conkling Park/Valley View,
and the Memorial Parkway. The Utica Parks and Parkway System is listed on the State and National Registers of Historic
Places, a designation that the Central New York Conservancy helped the parks secure in 2009.
In a story that appeared in the Utica Observer-Dispatch on February 10, Utica Mayor Robert Palmieri said, “Our parks are
a tremendous asset in attracting new residents, businesses, and economic investment. Through this initiative, we have a
unique opportunity to provide programming and facilities that meet the needs of residents while enhancing the overall
quality of life.”
The City began working on the plan in March. Ingalls Planning and Design (Rochester), Bayer Landscape Architecture,
Bero Architecture, Larsen Engineers, and Mohawk Valley GIS were selected to help develop the plan, along with a steering
committee of community stakeholders – including the Central New York Conservancy – who will offer suggestions and
ideas.
Matt Ingalls, a principal with Ingalls Planning and design
noted the importance of involving local voices in the planning
process, with input from people of all ages, as well as long-time
City residents and refugees, who now call Utica home.
Three main goals of the plan include 1) assessing existing
conditions and suggesting ways to address current and future
recreational needs, programming, historic preservation, and
restoration requirements; 2) addressing under-developed
and underutilized park lands and green spaces; 3) creating a
conceptual design for a city-wide trail system that will connect
city parks with significant waterways – the Mohawk River and
Erie Canal.
(continued on p. 4)
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Master Plan (continued from p. 3)

Planning is expected to take 12-18 months to complete. One of the by-products of having a Parks Master Plan? It will
expand access to state-funded grant opportunities that support programming, preservation, and restoration of municipal
parks and green spaces.

ARBOR DAY BRINGS COMMUNIT Y VOLUNTEERS
TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE TREES
April 28 was Arbor Day, and the Central New York Conservancy, its volunteers, and the City of Utica, celebrated Utica's Parks and Parkway system.
"On Arbor Day, we recognize the importance of maintaining and restoring Utica's prominent green spaces," said Peter C. Falzarine, executive
director for the Conservancy. "We celebrated by pruning and removing dead or diseased trees. In their place, we planted new, strong trees that
will become part of the park canopy designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr."
At 8 a.m., volunteer crews from seven tree services located in the Mohawk Valley participated in a safety training conducted by National Grid
and enjoyed a breakfast donated by Stewart’s Shops. At 9 a.m., the crews received their assignments for the day and fanned out into FT, TR, and
Roscoe Conkling Parks to prune and remove trees.
The ceremonial tree planting was held at 10 a.m. in FT Proctor Park near Stewart's Shops. The planting was attended by Conservancy and City
of Utica leaders, along with staff from Stewart's the park's west neighbors, who made a grant to the Conservancy of $1,000 to plant seven trees.
Arbor Day observance dates from 1872 and was first celebrated at the suggestion of Julius Sterling Morton, the Secretary of Agriculture under
President Grover Cleveland. Currently celebrated in all 50 states and in several foreign countries, National Arbor Day is celebrated on the last
Friday in April.
"In the last 3 years, the combined contribution of time and effort from the volunteer tree experts totals about $120,000 in actual services. Their
donation means that the Conservancy may remove dead and diseased trees and plant healthy trees to renew the canopy in our parks for just
the purchase price of the new trees."
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Conservancy Arbor Day activities were developed by Board members and certified arborists Terry Hawkridge and Mike Mahanna.
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Tree removal companies that volunteered for
Arbor Day 2017 include Nelson Tree Service
(Charlie Skellington); Rick Turk Tree Service (Rick
Turk); Stumpin' By Mike (Matt Macrina); Cresswell
Brothers, Inc. (Frank Cresswell); Bartlett Tree
Experts (Steve Blair); and Hutchings Tree Service
(Dave Hutchings).
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You may help enhance the tree canopy in Utica's
parks anytime during the year when you make a
memorial gift of trees. For more information on the
Memorial Grove in FT Proctor Park, please contact
Peter Falzarine at 315.735.5534 or pfalzarine@
roadrunner.com.
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I LOVE MY PARK DAY READIES UTICA’S OLMSTED
PARKS FOR THE SEASON
The Central New York Conservancy will host Utica's 5th Annual I Love My Park Day from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 6.
"Utica has an incredible 600-acres of parkland to protect, nurture, and preserve, thanks to the legacy of TR Proctor and
the vision of urban landscape designer Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.," said Peter C. Falzarine, Executive Director of the
Conservancy.
I Love My Park Day was created in 2012 in New York State to celebrate the State's parks and historic sites and their
importance in a community's quality of life. Many local park events are also held in city parks throughout the State on
the first Saturday in May as well.
"This year, the Conservancy is collaborating with Kelly Fleming and iServe (located on the campus of Mohawk Valley
Community College in Rome, NY ) to recruit volunteers to assist with various clean-up projects in the parks," said Falzarine.
Clean-up activities will occur rain or shine. Conservancy volunteers will rake, prune, mulch, and prep FT Proctor Park for
the upcoming busy summer season. “Special attention will be focused on cleaning up the lower area across from Starch
Factory Creek, which was formerly a naturalized butterfly garden,” Falzarine noted.
Volunteers will also groom and prepare a raised bed for planting across from Starch Factory Creek. "The circular masonry
planter has been a fixture in FT Proctor Park for many years," said Falzarine. It will make a beautiful, raised garden bed with
a little TLC."
The day before I Love My Park Day, on May 5, the Conservancy will plant 12-15 trees in specific locations in FT Proctor
Park. "Seven of the trees have been purchased with a grant from Stewart's Shops," noted Falzarine. "Another five trees will
be planted in the park to replace diseased and unsafe trees removed last Arbor Day 2016. Several additional trees will be
planted in the Memorial Grove adjacent to the parking area in FT Proctor Park, to replace trees that were planted last year
and did not survive our snowy winter."
Among those local companies that will send a crew of employees to assist the Conservancy is Bank of NY-Mellon. Members
of the local community are also encouraged to participate. Volunteers are asked to supply their own gardening gloves,
metal rakes, and wheel barrows. Tarps and trash bags will be available.
To volunteer, contact Peter Falzarine at pfalzarine@roadrunner.com or email the Conservancy at centralnyconservancy@
gmail.com. There is also a volunteer form available on the Conservancy website at www.uticaolmstedparks.org.
To learn more about NY State's I Love My Park Day, please visit http://www.ptny.org/ilovemypark/findanevent.shtml.
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SHOW SOME LOVE TO UTICA'S PARKS ON MAY 6
Events are always more fun with a little help from your
friends...
The Utica Children's Museum will bring many of its young
friends and families to Utica's FT Proctor Park to help get it
ready for a busy season of walkers, bike
riders, trail hikers, and nature lovers.
The Museum has planned clean-up
activities on Saturday, May 6, from
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. in Roscoe Conkling
Park. The plan is to assist Conservancy
volunteers with beautifying Utica's
parks. The Museum will also lead a nature
walk through Roscoe Conkling Park, which
is also home to the Utica Zoo. "This is a great
way to get to know our local green spaces and
take care of them at the same time," said Museum
Program Coordinator Jessica Bickford-Manson. "We
will have a special nature-themed snack and maybe
play some outdoor games as well."

employees from Stewart's Shops, and staff from Bank of
NY-Mellon. Work crews will be assigned to several areas,
including the Main Entrance to the Utica Zoo in Roscoe
Conkling Park, the area of the Memorial Parkway from
the Zoo's Main Drive to Valley View Road, and the raised
planting bed across from Starch Factory
Creek in FT Proctor Park.
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Those who wish to pitch in and help
with clean-up are encouraged to
bring their own rakes, tarps. and
gardening gloves.
This event is free and open to
the public. Young children must be
accompanied by an adult. This program is
underwritten by a Community Health Award
grant from Excellus BlueCross BlueShield, and
is part of a "Children's Health Benefits Provided by
Nature" monthly series created by the Utica Children's
Museum and co-hosted by the Conservancy that will run
through October 2017.

Clean-up activities will occur rain or shine. Conservancy
volunteers include student members of local NJROTC units,

EXCELLUS GRANT SUPPORTS CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
PROGRAMMING IN UTICA’S PARKS
If you’ve been seeing more activity – and more children! – in
Utica’s parks since February, there’s a perfectly good reason why.
Thanks to a Community Health Award grant from Excellus
BlueCross BlueShield, the Utica Children’s Museum has designed
a series of monthly programs that promise to enhance children’s
health benefits as they interact with nature.
Since February, the Children’s Museum has partnered with the
Central New York Conservancy on several outdoor events for
children and their families. In February, FT Proctor Park was a winter
paradise for kids, with 30-40 people of all ages building snowmen,
spray painting snow, and sledding. “ The weather was perfect for
these winter activities,” said Peter Falzarine, the Conservancy’s
executive director. “Hats off to the Children’s Museum for all their
hard work. On Feb. 18, we all had a little bit of Central Park in us.”
In March, the Museum program explained how maple syrup was made. Mike Mahanna, a Conservancy board member
and certified arborist, demonstrated how maple trees are tapped and their sap turned into syrup.
April and May programs were dedicated to Arbor Day and I Love My Park Day celebrations in Roscoe Conkling and
FT Proctor Parks, with kids and parents pitching in to clean up the parks for the coming seasons. Landscaper Cheryl
Youngman showed her young audience how to plant and maintain trees and taught these budding ecologists the
names and functions of various parts of trees.
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Programs are planned through October and typically run from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. in one of Utica’s three Olmsted-designed
parks, unless otherwise noted. In the case of inclement weather, programs will move to the Children’s Museum on
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Main Street, next to Bagg’s Square. All programs are free, and include a snack for all participants.
Upcoming programs include outdoor games – scavenger hunts, park walks, leaf play, pumpkin carving, and other
outdoor activities. A build-your-own playground event is featured in July and August, along with baseball, volleyball,
and a balloon toss. Children of all ages are welcome to attend; those under age 15 must be accompanied by an adult.
Remaining program dates include: May 6 & 20; June 3 & 17; July-August (every Tuesday during these months, except
for July 4); Sept. 16; October 7 & 14.
For more information about these events, contact Jessica Bickford-Manson at the Utica Children’s Museum ( jbickfordmanson@
gmail.com).
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Your donation of $25 will enable the Central New York Conservancy to plant daffodils, tulips or flowering
annuals in FT Proctor Park and on the Memorial Parkway.
Consider planting bulbs or annuals in memory or in honor of family, friends, or colleagues. You or those you
wish to honor will receive a card that describes what has been planted and the date of your gift.
Give today! Invest in Utica’s Olmsted parks and continue the legacy of beauty created more than 100 years ago
by the Proctor family.

ned
on

Please Note: Locations for plantings cannot be specified and no plaques will be placed in the Park.
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DONOR RECOGNITION 2016
The Conservancy has so many people to thank for their
generosity. To expand our recognition – and to save on
paper costs – we encourage you to visit the Conservancy’s
web site at www.uticaolmstedparks.org to view the names
of all who made gifts to the Conservancy in 2016.
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MAKE A GIFT
OF FLOWERS
THAT WILL
BE PLANTED
IN UTICA'S
OLMSTED
PARKS AND
ALONG THE
MEMORIAL
PARKWAY!
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